ASTROLOGICAL NOTE on Embrace of the Daimon:

For the astrology minded, the imaginal breakthroughs detailed in this book, especially chapters 8 -10, occurred beginning in 1989, reaching a peak in 1991 – 1993.  This timing coincided with the great Uranus/Neptune conjunction in Capricorn, which also conjuncted my Moon and Ascendant during these years.

I originally wrote this book as a PhD dissertation (“Visionary Descent”) at The  California Institute of Integral Studies, exploring a set of dark, disturbing images in the context of Jungian individuation theory. The discussion centers around the importance for growth, healing and change of integrating the mental aspects of difficult imagery with their counterparts in the body.  The archetypal qualities of these images (numinosity, boundary-dissolving, craziness/Neptune; along with electric eruption into consciousness/Uranus) confirm their collective, impersonal character.  This study then offers a glimpse of how this unusual combination of cosmic energies played out in one individual world.
When I first discussed the material with Rick Tarnas, my dissertation chairman, now a well-known astrologer, he noted the timing of the imagery with the Uranus/Neptune conjunction. Still, at the time, we thought it best not to include the astrological perspective in the dissertation or the subsequent book.   I offer this addendum now for those in the astrological community who may find this information adds depth to their understanding of the themes of Uranus and Neptune, in particular the conjunction of their energies in Capricorn.
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